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famous Gippsland grass, which has made
the equally famous dairying industry' of
these parts.
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bined with the older fodder makes excel-'
lent food.
In

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article64323153

lent food.

In the dry

.

lud. drier
grass,
material to its liking,
and obligingly travels in the tree tops and
along the grass- as well.
trees,

a

fire 'finds

?

'Burning Off.'

...''.?

A frequent cause
of fires, undoubtedly
is the settlers'
habit, of 'burning off.'
Certain seasons
for doing this are
some
times adhered to; but selfish settlers, will
choose their own
time and .involve the
Of course, the ut
country in disaster.
most

care
not prevent a 'get cway.'
may
I have often rodden my pony along a. mad
which ran
clean through the middle of a

400-acre paddock,

as

dry

as

a

thirsty crow:

patch fairly 'sizzled' with heat.
Just a match was
needed, or some
mysteri
ous
combustion of the heaped. up inflam
mable .material— and the area would have
become an inferno.
Below me' on one
side of the road was
gully with timber
a
of foliage, 10 ft. in depth.
and masses
I
always breathed a sigh of relief on a hot
day when I got safely through that danger
zone.
What precautions can
be taken
when
that 400 acres
of 'ready' fuel is
multiplied by mile
I know
upon mile?
of one
which is to keep a cleared space
round home, outhouses, and property. An
other is in the comical but tragically
sug
The

gestive 'dug-out,' as diggers would call it.
At the rear of the home that is subject
to inroads of flame is a long, low cellar
covered with earthen roof.
Into this at
the crackling of .diabolical
flames, the
furniture is thrust and securely
covered,
but for human
bodies there is only the
questionable security of shallow creeks
and
sheltered plates.
rare
This intolerable
situation,
arising periodically,
breeds
a
resource and: heroism, much- as was
de
little
monstrated
by a
school girl I knew
She rode on
her pony through a blazing

sftt?lanArel^in(? smot* 'd-wanttl
settlers

of the oncoming
peril.
Such men
br
Tifn'v Hlnded
^ote
and
agonized by burns, need the best that
can
the?
«£?„?

£*«»
the
w,
fences,

in

brotherly

rdieTfor

^'eiuences-loss
property, feed-and

of
even

stock
life!

